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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 4825 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SOPN, PINT, SY 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN PRESS POLICY FOR COMING PERIOD 

1 . LOCAL AP STRINGER TOLD EMBOFF JULY 28 THAT EARLIER IN WEEK 

HE HAS HAD MEETING WITH MININFO ISKANDER AHMED REGARDING SYRIAN 
PRESS POLICY FOR COMING PERIOD. AHMED TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD 
MET WITH PRESIDENT ASSAD AND ASSAD HAD DECIDED THAT SYRIA'S 
"DIPLOMATIC OFFENSIVE" SHOULD CONTINUE FOR COMING PERIOD. 

ASSAD HAD SUGGESTED TO AHMED THAT MORE AMERICAN JOURNALISTS 
BE INVITED TO SYRIA AND THAT SYRIANS CONTINUE TO REFLECT AN 
INTERNATIONAL POSITION OF DESIRING PEACE AND BEING WILLING 
AND READY TO COOPERATE FULLY WITH PRESIDENT CARTER IN 
EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT. 

2. AT SAME TIME ASSAD TOLD AHMED THAT SYRIA'S INTERNAL PRESS 
EDITORIALS SHOULD REFLECT SOME SKEPTICISM AND SUSPICION 
REGARDING AMERICAN ROLE AND REAL DESIRE OF EITHER US OR 
ISRAEL TO OBTAIN PEACE SETTLEMENT. THIS WOULD ASSIST 
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SYRIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY, AHMED SAID, IN PRESENTING 
SYRIA'S OFFICIAL POSITION ABROAD (AP STRINGER ALSO 
NOTED SUCH A POSITION WOULD HELP PROTECT ASSAD 
INTERNALLY). AHMED TOLD STRINGER THAT SYRIAN EDITORIALS 
IN THIS VEIN INTENDED FOR INTERNAL CONSUMPTION SHOULD NOT 
BE REPORTED INTERNATIONALLY BY WIRE SERVICE. 
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3. COMMENT: WHILE REPORT, AS MANY FROM THIS SOURCE, 

CONTAINS A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF PERSONAL GLOSS, IT NONETHELESS 
SEEMS PLAUSIBLE AS INDICATOR OF BROAD LINES OF SYRIAN PRESS 
POLICY. WE NOTE THAT IN AT LEAST ONE RECENT ISSUE, US 
STATEMENTS OPPOSING LATEST ISRAELI SETTLEMENTS ACTION SYRIAN 
RADIO AND PRESS HAVE GIVEN STORY TOP BILLING AND PORTRAYED 
ACTION FAVORABLY. 

MURPHY 
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